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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), 
(2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed 
before November 29^ 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is 
determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- 
AIPA35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 54-57, 60-63, 65, 78-79, 82-87 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Eshelman et aL (US 6,611,206 B2, 
hereinafter "Eshelman"). 

Regarding claim 54, Eshelman discloses a security gateway (see Figure 1) 
comprising: 
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means for monitoring one or more portions of said premises (monitor 
system depicted in Figure 3 monitors a person requiring care, such as an 
elderly person living alone at home, infant or child; col. 1, lines 8-19; col. 2, 
lines 36-39), said means for monitoring including means for capturing and 
recording audiovisual information (video input 255 from cameras 135 and 136, 
audio input 245 from microphone 112, buffer memory records audio and video 
signals; col. 12, lines 33-34) relating to (1) pre-alarm periods (audio/video data 
preceding an alarm event; col. 12, lines 22-23), (2) post-alarm periods 
(audio/ video data following an alarm event; col. 12, lines 23-24), and (3) non- 
alarm events (audio/ video data is continuously buffered; col. 12, lines 33-34); 
and 

means for managing the monitoring of one or more portions of said 
premises (controller 100). 

Regarding claim 55, the monitoring system is coupled to a building 
automation system (col. 2, lines 46-62; col. 7, lines 22-27). 

Regarding claim 56, 57, live audio/ video data can be streamed to a 
remote observer (122) as a live feed available over the internet (internet 110) 
(Figure 1; Figure 4, step S50; col. 5, lines 48-50; col. 12, lines 42-46; col. 13, 
lines 17-19). 

Regarding claims 60, 62, audio and video data are continuously buffered 
such that non-alarm events are captured and recorded (col. 12, lines 33-34). 
Regarding claim 61, Eshelman further disloses: 
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means for detecting alarm conditions (classifier 510 receives various 
inputs and determines various alarm events; col. 5, lines 55 - col. 6, line 23; 
Figure 4, step SI 5); 

means for relaying said detected alarm conditions to a security system 
server (alarm information is output to a server 140; col. 6, lines 20-23; col. 12, 
lines 40-43); 

means for capturing information relating to said alarm conditions (alarm 
signal includes audio /video data recorded via cameras 135, 136 and 
microphone 112; col. 12, lines 22-25); 

means for transmitting stored and/ or live information (live audio/ video 
data can be streamed to a remote observer 122 as a live feed available over the 
internet 110; Figure 1; Figure 4, step S50; col. 5, lines 48-50; col. 12, lines 42- 
46; col. 13, lines 17-19) during said pre-alarm periods (transmitted alarm 
signals includes audio/ video data preceding an alarm event; col. 12, lines 22- 
23) and said post-alarm periods (audio/ video data following an alarm event; 
col. 12, lines 23-24). 

Regarding claim 63, Eshelman discloses a security gateway comprising: 

a video module (image processor 305 receives video signals from video 
cameras 135 and 136; Figure 1); 

said video module further configure to cache video data in a first memory 
(video signals are continuously buffered; Figure 4, step S10; col. 12, lines 33- 
34). 



Application/ Control Number: 10/603,508 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2643 

Regarding claim 65, audio /video signals are buffered when alarm 
situations are being monitored (Figure 4, steps S10, SI 5, S20, S30, S40). 

Regarding claims 78, 82, Eshelman discloses a dual-use gateway (the 
classifier can identify plural events, including alarm situations, such as the 
breaking of glass, falling objects, etc., col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 1, or lifestyle 
situations, such as facial expressions, behavioral habits, room temperature, 
number of occupants, etc., col. 6, lines 1-4, col. 6, line 38 - col. 8, line 9) 
comprising: 

a first module configured to receive video data from a video camera 
(controller 100 receives video signals from video cameras 135 and 136; Figure 

i); 

said first module further configured to store said video data (video 
signals are continuously buffered; Figure 4, step S10; col. 12, lines 33-34); and 

said first module further configured to stream said video data to a remote 
client (live video feed of the premises can be viewed by an observer 112 by a 
URL link available over the Internet 1 10; col. 12, lines 43-44). 

Regarding claim 79, controller 100 receives audio data from microphone 
112 (see Figure 1), the audio signals being continuously buffered; col. 12, lines 
33-34; col. 13, lines 11-12). 

Regarding claim 83, a live feed can be included in a message transmitted 
by an automated telephone call to a digital video telephone as an alternative to 
a URL link (col. 12, lines 43-46). 
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Regarding claims 84-86, audio data can be received and stored from 
other sensors 141, such as breathing monitors (col. 5, lines 41-42). 

Regarding claim 87, microphone 112 and speaker 114 allows two-way 
audio communication with a remote person (col. 5, lines 50-53). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 59 and 88 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eshelman in view of Katz (US 5,412,708). 

Eshelman differs from claims 59 and 88 in that it does not teach 
notifying an occupant that remote monitoring is occurring. However, Katz 
teaches a monitoring system in which a monitored person is informed via an 
audio message that he/she is being observed or recorded (col. 10, lines 46-58) 
such that it would have been obvious to incorporate such a notification, as 
taught by Katz, within the monitoring system of Eshelman in order to inform 
an occupant when he/she is being observed or recorded. Since Eshelman 
includes a speaker 114 and terminal display 116 at the premises (Figure 1; col. 
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5, lines 50-54), it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to 
have the notification message be audiovisual. 

5. Claims 64,. 66-77, 80-81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eshelman in view of Lambert (US 6,421,080). 

Eshelman differs from claims 64, 66-77, 80-81 in that it does not teach 
storing the cached video data in a second memory in response to an alarm 
condition. However, Lambert teaches a surveillance system in which video 
images are continuously recorded into a cache memory, and in response to a 
triggering event, video images before, during and after the event are stored into 
a long-term storage device (Abstract; col. 2, lines 13-19; col. 3, line 60 - col. 5, 
line 3) such that it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to 
incorporate such recording of cached video data into a long-term memory 
device, as taught by Lambert, within the system of Eshelman so that captured 
audio/ visual data surrounding an alarm event can be retrieved at a later time. 

Regarding claims 67, 80, in Lambert, the oldest video images in the 
cache memory are automatically overwritten when the storage device is filled 
(col. 3, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claims 68-72, in Eshelman, an alarm event can be determined 
from various input signals, such as video images from cameras 135, 136 and 
sensor signals from sensors 141, such as instrumentations monitoring the 
environment, by means of event/class processor 207 (col. 6, line 25 - col. 7, 
line 27). 
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Regarding claims 73-74, in Eshelman, signals are exchanged with a 
remote observer terminal 122 (col. 5, lines 44-54). 

Regarding claim 77, Eshelman provides for communication via the 
telephone network (col. 12, lines 45-46). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. Ely, Fiedler, Kawasaki et al, and Klein show the 
recording of video images before, during and after an alarm event. Zellner et al. 
and Cohen show remote control of a monitoring camera. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Stella L. Woo whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-7512. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Tuesday, Thursday- Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 



9197 (toll-free). 
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